Birmingham Barbarians 29 Warley 2nd XV 3 
So…. It wasn’t a merit table game for starters, we were a little off the boil and they were gifted  a couple of try’s! Things started brightly for the home team and got brighter as the first half wore on, an early score from a scrum going backwards on the Warley 5m line was an unusual sight but the loose ball that followed was pounced on by the Ba Ba’s. More first half pressure but Warley held out for most of the remainder of the first period until another sloppy try was conceded as the winger cut inside to drop on the kick through the middle. 

Jamie Rodden kept up his 100% points scoring record in games so far this season with a neatly taken penalty to relieve some pressure on the visitors, as Warley began to find their feet in this game. Dogged defence kept the scoring down and there was certainly no lack of spirit as ‘Mad Dog’ McGrath displayed, the skipper leading from the front with his tapped on ear and ongoing tussle with the back row!

Half time saw the introduction of Lee Burns Burns Burns to the pack, his ring of fire added some more steel to the pack and his bulk (belly) kept the scrum more steady. More sterling defensive work kept the hosts at bay for large periods, yet the kicking game continued to punish Warley in the intervening periods. 

As the game headed towards the final stages it was certainly not a case of Warley taking things lying down, arguably the best period of attacking play by the visitors came late on as The Rod defied the onset of his years with a dashing break which left at least one of the home backs with a slightly sore nose, nice hand off! Some slightly dubious decisions cost Warley ground deep into the oppositions 22 and the game kind of ended on that note! 

A good spirit was there for all to see but the hat-trick of wins didn’t occur. Start again next week lads, in the merit table all to play for and the season is still long extremely promising!
